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by Jo Rae Zuckerman, President

I thought for this newsletter it would be appropriate

to give a status report as I am serving on the Library

Task Force that the City Manager, Pat West, con-

vened early last fall. West turned the leadership of

the Task Force over to Mike Conway, Director of

Public Works, who said he originally recommended

the closure of Main for infrastructure and seismic concerns, not for

budgetary reasons. 

We now have met four times, and we are consider-

ing various scenarios and options. Whether we like

it or not, some of the options have major financial

baggage which ultimately may influence decisions.

Eleanor Schmidt, before her retirement, came up

with two scenarios:

SCENARIO #1 ASSUMES:

• The current Main Library will be closed to the public. 

• A temporary Main Library will be established for possibly

5 years.

• A new Main Library will be built or requisite repairs 

completed to  the current facility. 

• The space will be smaller.

• Current core services will continue to be available but at a reduced level.

• Services provided at this facility will be those in greatest demand, and

ones not available anywhere else in the system.

• Current service hours will continue.

• The current Main Library facility will continue to house system-wide

functions (automated services & administration) along with the bulk

of the collections . 

• Collections can be retrieved by staff upon request for patron use.

• Special collections will only be accessed by appointment.

SCENARIO #2 ASSUMES:

• The current Main Library will be vacated 

completely.

• A temporary Main Library will be established at another location for

approximately five years while a new Main Library is built or repairs

to the current site are completed.

• Support and administrative services are relocated either separate from

or with the temporary Main Library. A list of General Requirements

for a temporary Main Library is included.
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by Glenda Williams

Acting Director of Library Services

STAYING COMMITTED IN 2009

It is a privilege to write to you about your local Long

Beach Public Library System as this new year

begins. As the new Acting Director, I would like to

share some information about myself.  

My family and I came to Long

Beach just in time for me to begin

the 3rd grade, and I have lived here

for more than 38 years. I received

my Bachelor’s Degree from UCLA,

a Master of Library Science from

San Jose State University, and a Master of Public

Administration from California State University,

Long Beach (Go Beach!).

I began working for the Long Beach Public Library

as a library page, while a junior in high school, promot-

ed to library clerk and began my professional career as

a librarian more than 15 years ago. I have had the

pleasure of working at many of our libraries serving

the public as well as in the support divisions that

include Acquisitions, Cataloging, and Integrated Systems.

The past year was a rewarding and chal-

lenging year for the Long Beach Public

Library. With the restoration of library

hours, we were able to  provide more of

the programs and services to meet the

needs of our community.  Here are a few

statistics for 2008:

• Almost 1.7 million library materials were checked out.

• There were more than 430,000 computer sessions 

(ranging from 30 – 60 minutes per person).

• Almost half a million questions were answered in 

person, by phone, fax, email or chat.

• More than 114,000 youth were served through 

library programs.

• Mark Twain Library received Silver LEED (Leader-

ship in Energy, Efficiency and Design)designation

and is the City’s first public “green” building

Of course, the potential closure of Main Library and

the allocation of more than $1.5 million in budget

reductions were critical challenges that the Library

Services Department was  able to face with the sup-

port of the community and the advocacy of our sup-

port groups, the Friends of the Long Beach Public

Library and the Long Beach Public Library Foundation.

THANK YOU for all that you do for us!

As we move forward in 2009, we are

looking forward to some exciting proj-

ects. We recently added downloadable

audio books, movies and television

shows that are available at the library

website, <www.lbpl.org> without any

charge. In addition, the City Council

approved an agreement to migrate to a

new automated library system with

Innovative Interfaces, Inc. The new

system is scheduled to go live late this

summer and will boast a menu of 21st century tech-

nologies such as:

• one-box search interface

• relevance ranking

• patron tagging

• RSS feeds for new book lists

• robust digital library

• overdue and pick-up notices

• “Did you mean?” feature to suggest additional 

library resources and automatically correct 

spelling.

Although the library will face addi-

tional budget reductions this cur-

rent budget year and next, please

know that your library staff is com-

mitted to delivering excellent

library service.  

During these extraordinary economic

times, the resources and programs provided by

libraries and dedicated staff are needed more than

ever. It is with your continued support that we are

able to meet the informational, recreational, and life-

long learning needs of Long Beach, one of the most

diverse cities in the country.
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by Sandra Kroll

If you’d like to help purchase

books or other materials for the

library, and at the same time

honor a friend or associate or

create a lasting memorial, send your check to: Friends of the Long

Beach Public Library,101 Pacific Ave., Long Beach, CA 90822.

We will inform the honoree or his family of the gift, and

consult with them about appropriate materials to pur -

chase. The acknowledgement we send to you serves as your

receipt for tax purposes. Gift books are posted with special

book plates bearing honoree’ names.

From HER BOOK GROUP in memory of DOROTHY

MARTIN (All Audio Books):

• The Age of American Unreason by Susan Jacoby

• Cadillac Orpheus by Solon Woodward

• Fall of Frost by Thomas Hall

• The Soul Thief by Charles Baxter

From KALI M. KALICHE and DRAKE SEAMAN in

memory of RAMONA SPEYER for DANA LIBRARY:

• Howl and Other Poems by Allen Ginsberg

• Complete Plays v.1-3 by Eugene O’Neil

• Beat Poets by Carmela Ciuraru

• William Carlos Williams by William Carlos Williams

• Bark George by George Feiffer

• Burt Dow, Deepwater Man and Centerburg Tales by Robert

McCloskey

• Corduroy and Company: A Don Freeman Treasury by 

Don Freeman

• Emerald City of Oz by Frank L. Baum 

• Marvelous Land of Oz by Frank L. Baum

• Ozma of  Oz by Frank L. Baum

• Patchwork Girl of Oz by Frank L. Baum

• Road to Oz, Tik-Tok of Oz by Frank L. Baum

• Wonderful Wizard of Oz by Frank L. Baum

• Peter’s Chair by Ezra Jack Keats

• Introduction to Aristotle by Aristotle

• Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift

• Scrambled Eggs Super! and Hunches in Bunches by 

Dr. Seuss

• Baby Bear, Baby Bear What Do You See?by Bill Martin 

From RUTH R. LEPICK in memory of RUTH BUTTS

for LOS ALTOS LIBRARY:

• The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of  Those Who 

Survived the Great American  Dust Bowl by Timothy Egan

• Cowboy Culture: A Saga of Five Centuriesby David Dary

• Scrambled States of America Talent Show by Laurie Keller

• Among the Hidden, a Middle School / Teen Novel by 

Margaret Peterson Haddix 

From MARIE REIDY in memory of NANCY GUTTENBERG

for CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONat EL DORADO LIBRARY:

• Mama’s Day by Linda Ashman

• A Truck Goes Rattley-Bump by Jonathan London

• Star Baby by Margaret O’Hair

From CORDELIA HOWARD and MARILYN BRASHER

in memory of THEA BOSTICK for AFRICAN-

AMERICAN RESOURCES AREA at BURNETT LIBRARY:

• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

(2 copies)

• Letter to My Daughter by Maya Angelou (2 copies)

• Finding Fish by Antwone Q. Fisher (1 hardback, 1 

paperback)

• Dreams from My Father by Barack Obama  

For CHILDREN’S COLLECTION at BURNETT LIBRARY:

• Let the Circle Be Unbroken by Mildred Taylor 

(1 hardback, 1 paperback)

From ELIZABETH AND NORMAN PHILLIPS in memory

of MARY JANE RYMARZ for EL DORADO LIBRARY:

• A Romance on Three Legs: Glenn Gould’s Obsessive 

Quest for the Perfect Piano by Katie Hafner  

More from HIS FRIENDS in memory of MATTHEW

LOCKS, MD:

• Magnificent Mind at Any Age by Daniel 

G. Amen

More from HIS FRIENDS in memory of

MONTEE MAGREE, MD:

• What Else Is To Eat?: The Dairy, Egg, Nut-

free Food Allergy Cookbook by Linda

Marienhoff Coss

• Complete Robuhon by Joel Robuchon

• Ma Gastronomie, new edition, by Fernand Point

• Tamales by Daniel Hoyer

• Flanagan’s Smart Home: The 101 Essentials for Starting

out, Starting Over, Scaling Back by Barbara Flanagan

From HER FRIENDS in memory of LOUISE

MILLSPAUGH CONNELLY:

• Florence Nightingale: The Making of an Icon by Mark 

Bostridge

• Samuel Johnson: The Struggle by Jeffrey Meyers

• As Big as the West The Pioneer Life of Granville Stewart

by Clyde Milner

IN

MEMORY
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3
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• Victor Fleming: The Life and Work of an American

Movie Master by Michael Sragow

• Le Corbusier: A Life by Nicholas Weber

• Elvis Encyclopedia by Adam Victor

• Wisdom: 50 Unique and Original Portraits by

Andrew Zuckerman

• Glamour: A History by Stephen Gundle

• Ascent of Money: A Financial History 

of the World by Niall Ferguson

• Moth Orchids: The Complete Guide to 

Phalaenopsis by Steven Frowine

• Cranes: A Natural History of a Bird in 

Crisis by Janice  Hughes

• Dolphin Mysteries :  Unlocking the Secrets  of

Communication by Kathleen Dudzinski

• American Medical Association Complete Guide to

Prevention and Wellness published by the American

Medical Association

• Superhealth: Ten Easy Steps to Living Longerby Steven Pratt

• Death or Liberty: African Americans and Revolutionary

America by Douglas R. Egerton.

From CORDELIA HOWARD in memory of THEA

BOSTICK:

• Heroine by D. Mitchell

• Where I’ve Been: A Collection of Short 

Stories by Kim Dulaney

• Tale of a Train Wreck Lifestyle by 

Crystal Winslow 

• Underground by Omar Tyree

• Where the Line Bleeds by Jesmyn Ward

• Double Crossed by Darien Lee

• California Connection by Chunichi

From VIRGINIA LANE in memory of MARY VAN DEVEN-

TER For BAY SHORE CHILDREN’S COLLECTION:

• Sammy the Seal, Danny and the Dinosaur, and Oliver

by Syd Hoff

• Owl at Home by Arnold Lobel

• The Witch Who Was Afraid of Witches by Alice Low

From GRACE CAMERON in memory of JUNE

BIEDENHARN for BAY SHORE LIBRARY:

• Recipes for the Good Life by Patti Labelle

• Eldercare 911: The Caregivers Complete Handbook by 

Susan Beerman

• What’s Age Got To Do with It? by Robin McGraw

• Childhood Unbound: Saving Our Kids by Ron Taffel  

From the FRIENDS OF THE LONG BEACH LIBRARY in

memory of MATTHEW LOCKS, MD.:

• Ronald Reagan’s America by Terry Golway  

In memory of LOUISE MILLSPAUGH CONNELLY:  

• Great Kitchens by Jack Neith

ELEANORE’S RETIREMENT POEM

Written by Suzanne McMillan

All the folks around Long Beach like reading a lot –

There are few here among us who say they do not –

From Bret Harte to Brewitt and down to Bay Shore –

Eleanore is the leader of readers galore.

When it comes time to praise her, we struggle for words –

(For the job of director is sometimes absurd!) –

She makes tough decisions and deals with the strain,

She speaks before Council and mops up the rain.

She meets with the famous, the mayor and his crew –

The McDonald’s hat guy, and Snoop Doggy Dogg, too!

She is famous for wearing – oh so many – hats –

And for leading librarians, which is like herding cats.

Most people think librarians are quite a mellow lot –

But I know from experience that truly we are not.

She has lead us through these ten long years –

Through bomb threats, floods and rain –

And as her staff, we have been known

Occasionally to complain.

At our lengthy weekly meetings,

She’s greet us with a smile –

Then we would gripe and rant and rave –

She’d be smiling all the while.

I often thought “Perhaps she’s deaf” –

But I knew that couldn’t be –

For when I’d make a suggestion, 

She’d assign the job to me.

She brought us through a world of change,

Even when we didn’t want to go –

And if we drove each other nuts.

On her, it didn’t show.

The glory of the new Mark Twain had barely just begun

When news from City Hall arrived, and all of it was glum.

They said Main was “leaky”, a “seismic disgrace” –

City Grinch after Grinch said it with a straight face.

The top floor will pancake, the bottom remain –

Those poor downstairs drones might get washed down the drain!

“We must close right now, not a moment’s delay” –

Our boss sat there calmly, no trace of dismay.

But then when she spoke, you could hear a pin fall,

“Why, gentlemen, that plan makes no sense at all.”
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