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by Jo Rae Zuckerman, President

—Public Library
This is a follow-up to my article in our February 2009
Friend’s Newsletter. At that time, I shared my experi-
ences regarding the Library Taskforce convened by City
Manager, Pat West. The group met a total of four times.

-\ By our February meeting, it was apparent that the City

had insufficient funds to relocate Main Library to some alternate place.

The costs involved included: rent, installation of comput-
er system support, storage, and moving, etc. The only value (@
of the Taskforce that 1 could see was in assisting the 0/0/ 4
City Manager’s staff to understand what was involved

in such a proposal. The Taskforce never voted on anything or made
any specific recommendations.

On Monday, March 16, 2009, a group of interested
library supporters from the Friend’s Board and the
Foundationmet with Mayor Bob Foster, City Manager
Pat West, the Mayor's staff assistant, Becky Ames and
. Acting Director of Library Services, Glenda Williams.
Uupuw® This was not a Library Taskforce meeting which met
previously on the proposed closure /upgrading of Main Library.

S,

This meeting was called to permit the Mayor and City Manager to assure
those people present that the decision had been made to remove the large
cement containers which “housed” trees and shrubs that were part of the
park ambience on top of the roof of Main Library.

These weighty containers were the cause of City’s staff’s
concern regarding seismic safety for the building. These

containers were placed on the roof of Main to serve as an |
extension of Lincoln Park, which was required by the orig-
inal deed. The decision, at this time, is to view the status of
the roof of the library as a temporary closure within the park

We were further assured that the intention
of the City Administration is to keep our
Main Library located downtown at its cur-
rent site. Furthermore, it was announced
that staff is looking for grants or other
sources of money to accomplish a modernization of the current facility.

We were actually solicited to be proactive in thinking of what features
we would like to see in a MODERN library. The good news is that
Main Library is no longer threatened with closure. It is even planned
for Main Library to remain open while these “seismic upgrades” are
occurring, even though it will be dirty and noisy. The target date for
these modifications to begin is within ninety days.
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by Suzanne McMillan
Library Youth Services Manager

2009 Summer Reading Program

In these difficult economic times, library staff needs
to get creative in providing services to kids and
teens. Our libraries are seeing more and more kids
and families looking to the library for free quality
programs and services.

This year’s Summer Reading
Programwill kick-off Saturday,
June 13,2009. By coincidence,
the reading theme is “Be
Creative”, and we will all be
working to provide a fun
summer program on a limit-
ed budget. Last year, nearly
8,000 kids and teens partici-
pated in library programs,
an increase of more than 20%
over the previous year. We
anticipate another significant increase in summer read-
ing participation this year.

Once again, the library’s
budget has provided the
basic funding for summer
reading materials. The Helen
Fuller Cultural Carrousel is
providing funding for spe-
cial event programs, such as
Jeff the Magician and the
Lizard Wizard. Each library
will have two special programs this summer, thanks
to the generosity of our friends at the Helen Fuller
Cultural Carrousel.

Although funding for reading incentives has been
dramatically reduced, our Friends at the Molina
Foundation’s Book Buddies program have provided
us with thousands (yes, thousands!!!) of brand-new
books to give away to our summer participants.

i For many of our library kids, these

ThOX'K w are among the few books they will

actually have in their homes.

‘}I Even those kids who do have

{ o\ books at home are delighted to get

B OOK Bu&&ies | the chance to choose a new book

=== of their very own. The “oohs” and

“aahs” of delight can be heard not only from the

kids, but from the youth and teen librarians, who are

thrilled to be able to give away books! Book Buddies’

generosity has made a huge difference to our library
kids, and we are most grateful.

Continued from Page1
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I also want to report on my involve-
ment representing the Friend’s in
regards to Councilmember Schipske’s
concern about the lack of budgetary
support for our library system. This
year (2009-2010), the Long Beach
N Public Library will be forced to reduce
thelr budget from the 2008-09 allotment by 13%

After the September adoption of the

City Budget by the City Council, the Q.
library took a “HIT” of 3%. By midway g
through the budget year, the City

Manager’s office had frozen the 2009-10 budget (as of
November). It also notified the library and all other
Non-Safety Services to reduce their budgets by anoth-
er 4-6%. This is for a total of about 17%.

Councilmember Schipske foresees
I@,ecaslt that in the 2009-10 budget year, the
City will be in a worse budget crisis than it is current-
ly. Even greater cuts will be required. No one is talk-

ing about an increase in closure days YET, but, “the
handwriting may be on the wall.”

Councilmember Schipske has
provided the opportunity for
library advocates to begin to
look at other options. First, she
publicly shared her concerns
in a December 24, 2008 in a
Press Telegram article. Since
then, she has requested advo-
cates to meet several times in
February and March to consid-
er options. At this time, the group is considering what
would be involved in a citizen’s tax initiative of $50.00
per year (less than 20 cents a day) per household for
Library Services on the spring 2010 ballot.

Since early April, this group of advocates is looking at
the cost of running such a campaign and everything
involved in the decision to get it on the ballot. If the
group decides to go forward with such a campaign,
you will be hearing a great deal about it. Your inter-
est, time, and monetary commitment will be solicited.

Nominating Committee’s Recommendation

for 2009-2011 Friend’s Board

President ................... Joe Rae Zuckerman
2nd Vice President .......... Marve Watkins-King
Corresponding Secretary .. ... Jan Jackson

Director of Forum ........... Open

Book Sales ................. Barbara Hubbs

Historian ................... Patricia Benoit
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by Sandra Kroll

If you’d like to help purchase
books or other materials for
the library, and at the same
time honor a friend or associ-
ate or create a lasting memorial, send your check to:
Friends of the Long Beach Public Library,101 Pacific Ave.,
Long Beach, CA 90822.

We will inform the honoree or his family of the gift, and
consult with them about appropriate materials to pur-
chase. The acknowledgement we send to you serves as your
receipt for tax purposes. Gift books are posted with special
book plates bearing honoree” names.

From DOROTHY JACOB in '
memory of KEN JACOB for &
EL DORADO LIBRARY:

»  American Chronicle: Year by
Year through the Twentieth
Century by Lois Gordon

* Obama: The Historic Journey
by The New York Times

From KEICIE K. KEMin memory of KEN JACOB for EL
DORADO LIBRARY:

* Meltdown: A Free-Market Look at Why the Stock Market
Collapsed, the Econdomy Tanked and Government Bailouts
will Make Things Worse by Thomas E. Woods

o Stepping off the Edge: Learning and Living Spiritual
Practice by Sandy Nathan

* Last Lion: The Fall and Rise of Ted Kennedyby Peter S.
Canellos

o Golf. 2nd edition: Your Turn for Successby A. Garth Fisher

From HANNELORE AND EDWARD BRESNAN in
memory of BARBARA ANN BLUMENTHAL for DANA
LIBRARY:

o California Vegetables in Garden and in Field by Edward J.
Wickson

From DORIS SORIANO in memory of LESLIE
SWADLING:

* Gale Gand’s Brunch: 100 Fantastic Recipes for the
Weekend'’s Best Meal by Gale Gand

* Beyond the Miracle Worker: The Remarkable Life of
Anne Sullivan Macy by Kim E. Nielsen

* Backyards: A Sunset Design Guide by Bridget Bradley
* Patio and Stone: A Sunset Design Guideby Tom Wilhite

From THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY in memory of
KEN JACOB for EL DORADO LIBRARY:
» Garage Sale & Flea Market Annual: Cashing in on Today’s

Lucrative Collectibles Market (Garage Sale and Flea Market
Annual) by Bob Huxford

From THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY in memory of
ROBERT BRESNAN:

»  Aromas of Aleppo: The Legendary Cuisine of Syrian Jews
by Poopa Dweck

From THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY in memory of
ELINOR MITCHELL:

» Fancy Nancy and the Posh Puppy by Jane O’Connor

From HIS FRIENDS in memory of Robert Bresnan:

*  Modern Spice: Inspired Indian Flavors for the Contemporary
Kitchen by Monica Bhide

* 1,000 Songwriting Ideas by Lisa Aschmann

* A Jury of Her Peers: American Women Witers from Anne
Bradstreet to Annie Proulx by Elaine Showalter

e How To Build a Dinosaur: Extinction Doesn’t Have To
Be Forever by Jack Horner

* Bomn to Run by Christopher McDougall
* Eiffel’s Tower by Jill Jonnes
» Asterios Polyp by David Mazzucchelli

* American Heroes: Profiles of Men and Women Who
Shaped Early America by Edmund S. Morgan

*  Out of Captivity: Surviving 1,967 Days in the Colombian
Jungle by Marc Gonsalves

*  Joker One: A Marine Platoon’s Story of Courage, Leadership
and Brotherhood by Donovan Campbell

» The Unforgiving Minute: A Soldiers Education by Craig
M. Mullaney

* Inside the Revolution: How the Followers of Jihad, Jefferson
and Jesus are Battling To Dominate the Middle East and
Transform the World by Joel C. Rosenberg

e Rubies in the Orchard: How To Uncover Hidden Gems
in Your Business by Lynda Resnick

» Legacy of Secrecy: The Long Shadow of the [FK Assas-
sination by Lamar Waldron

»  The Complete Mediterranean Cookbook by Tess Mallos

From STEPHEN QUINNEY in memory of SIMON
MACMILLAN:

* My Booky Wook: A Memoir of Sex, Drugs and Stand-up
by Russell Brand

* The Clash by The Clash

From HER FRIENDS in memory of ELINOR MITCHELL
for THE CHILDREN’S COLLECTION:

*  Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See by Bill Martin

*  David Goes to School by David Shannon

* No! David by David Shannon

* IfYou Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Numeroff
Fancy Nancy by Jane O’ Connor




e O

by Linda Bresnan

“For all of our valued Super Friends, a
change has been made in the procedure
of choosing Honor Booksand Library
branches. In the future, librarians will
make their selections of Honor Books
and branches where they are most
needed.”

This process will enable them to quickly choose a book(s)
from their present Wish List and will prevent duplicates
from going to the same branches. Super Friends will be
notified of the title(s) selected and in what branch theyve
been placed. Again, we thank you ever so much for your
continued support!

CLAUDIA SANTOS
JEANNINE SCHIERMEYER
MONICA TOGNELLA & ANDY SMITH
LARRY SNIDER
RAYNETTE TAKIZAWA
LINDA M. TATE
WANDA THOMPSON
GREG WADE
DR. MARY LOU WALLING
ERIC WARKENTINE
JANICE B. WILLS
VASILIKI WITTER
JO RAE ZUCKERMAN

SEPARATE GIFTS

ALEX

SUPER FRIENDS
Those who have contributed $100 or more
in their membership for 2009.

SALLY & GARY BATES
DIEDRE CAESAR
MARY JEAN TUSHA
MATTHEW WATKINS
SHARON L. WEISSMAN
DONNA HERMAN
VIRGINIA KESLER
FOTINE D. O’'CONNOR

HONOR BOOKS PENDING:
LIBRARIAN’S CHOICE

TAMARA ACHAUER
BETTY JEAN & RAY BARNECUT
KAYE BRIEGEL
ANN BRIZIUS
JUDITH E. CAMERON
LESLEY M. DECK
DARA FRANCE & MARK BERNARDINI
SARAH & JAY GIASER
SUSAN & KEITH HAFEN
IAURA M. & KIM A. HOGAN
PEGGY HOLMES
LISA KARPF
MIRIAM KELLER
SANDRA KROLL
THE MAGREE FAMILY
PAMEIA McDOWELL
CYNTHIA M. MILLLER
DAPHNE MUNZER
MARY LOU & BILL NICOLAI
FOTINE D. O’CONNOR (large print)
CECELIA OSBORN
JIM OSTACH
POSNER FAMILY (for Mark Twain Branch)
GAIL & GERALD REYNOLDS

BARINHOLTZ & CARROLL LACHNIT

MARJORIE HOLMES for Bay Shore Branch:
» Complete Book of Crochet by Linda Schapper
¢ Chicks with Sticks by Nancy Queen

SHIRLEY TAVIN for Bay Shore Branch:
* 200 Knitting Tips by Betty Barnden

* Knitting Goes Large by Sharon Brant
* Baby Beanies by Amanda Keeys
» Country Weekend Knits by Madeline Weston

CAROLYN LOCKHART for Bay Shore Branch:
* Knitting for Good by Betsy Greer

» Let’s Knit, Learn Fast by Monette Satterfield
» [ Love Crochet by Rachel Henderson

* Blueprint Crochet by Robyn Chachula

* Beyond the Square Crochet by Edie Eckman

Website Update by Barbara Hubbs

The Friends of the Library website has been updat-
ed to reflect all the ways you can help support our
efforts to advocate for a strong public library.

Go to <lIbpl.org> and click on Support the Library.
There you will find the names of our board members
or you can download membership application forms
to print for your friends.

The newsletter will be available
as a PDF file. Check our website
7 often to keep abreast of upcom-

n e ing events. The books that are

/ VES & available at the Silent Auction are
% \
% bty presented monthly.

Get involved and learn more about all the ways you
can support the Friends See you on the web.







