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by Jo Rae Zuckerman, President

It seems that a good way to begin my article is to thank

all of you library supporters. Your membership is

deeply appreciated. When I stand before the City

Council, it is impressive when I say I represent some

1000 citizens of Long Beach, most of them registered

and interested voters. Just this summer, I have spoken

out at least two times to decry proposed cuts to the library’s budget. In

the last few years, as budget cuts began again, the Long Beach Library

System has been targeted for a disproportionate share of the cuts— the

library will be receiving about 25% less that it did in the 2007-08 Budget. 

I did remind the City Council about their commitment to

keep the neighborhood libraries open rather than returning

to the days of the revolving closures. Their intention to keep

the “branches” open has led to a decision to close Main

Library on Sundays. In actuality, no Long Beach library is

open now on Sunday. In addition, the cuts will lead to a

reduction in staff and, therefore, to a reduction in programs and services. It

is my opinion that when our libraries are closed, we are preventing access

to one of our greatest treasures: our professional staff and the resources in

these libraries.

In these difficult economic times, library usage has

increased dramatically. As the availability of free, fami-

ly oriented services and programs continues to decline

throughout the city, Long Beach families need their

local libraries more than ever. As any resident who reads the newspa-

pers knows, our Unified School System has also come upon hard

times. In public schools, library services have also been decimated.

Access to our public library is needed now more than ever. 

For our youth, it is a safe place to go after school and on weekends to

obtain required information, to receive academic support using the

Family Learning Centers, or just to have a secure place to hang out and

relax. For people who are out of work or looking for jobs, the comput-

ers in the library provide access to news and job opportunities. For sen-

iors, the availability of the various library materials, computers, and

services permit them to stretch their retirement dollars.  For families for

whom English is a second language, whether it be Khymer, Spanish,

Tagalog or other, our Family Learning Centers provide special mate-

rials and assistance to help people improve their English fluency.

What can you do? – continue to phone and e-mail

your council person about your use and support of

our library system. Talk to your neighbors, friends,

and make them aware of what a good resource our

libraries can be in their lives. Give a gift certificate

membership to the Friends. Again, Thanks for your

support. 
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by Glenda Williams

Director of Library Services

The new millennium has arrived!

Actually, the library’s new library sys-

tem has arrived! The Millennium

Integrated Library System (ILS) by

Innovative Interfaces, Inc. went “live”

on June 23, 2009, without any major problems.

The library’s Automated Services Bureau team, led

by manager, Sloan Sakamoto, did yeoman’s work in

preparation for the migration and spent countless

hours with our vendor for a successful “go live.” A

select group of library clerks and librarians took on

the task of testing, learning and training other staff. 

The Millennium ILS boasts Web 2.0 technologies

through the Encore discovery tool that includes: 

• a “Google style” one-box search

• social tagging

• reviews and ratings of library materials

• pre-notification of materials due

• the ability to search multiple databases at once 

Be sure to visit <http://www.lbpl.org> and click on

Encore to experience the latest in library technology. 

The current economic down-

turn has impacted our nation,

our state and our city. On

Tuesday, September 15, 2009,

the City Council approved

the budget for the new fiscal

year (FY10), which begins

October 1, 2009. The approved budget reflects a 6%

reduction for Department of Library Services. The

elimination of 9.87 positions (Administration staff,

Librarians, Clerks and Homework Helpers) implemented

May 2009, will continue in FY10. 

While the Main Library will con-

tinue to be closed on Sundays, the

good news is that there won’t be

any additional reduction in library

hours. The remainder of the

reduction is the elimination of

Library Page hours. However, the

City Council did approve $55,041.00 for the restora-

tion of additional hours for Homework Helpers,

which were slated for further reduction in FY10. 

I am pleased to announce that City Manager Pat

West appointed me as the Director of Library

Services in August. I look forward to working with

our expert staff to continue connecting library cus-

tomers to the information they need. 

On the behalf of the Long Beach Public Library, I

thank you for your continued support for our library

staff and donations to purchase materials for the

enjoyment of all Long Beach residents. 

It’s here! We want to join the

“green” age and the electronic

age by exploring the use of e-mail

to send the Friends Newsletters

and Friends program announcements.

We need your help. If you have an e-mail address,

please e-mail a message to <bmcpherson@verizon.net>.

If your e-mail address has changed recently, please

let us know by way of an e-mail to the above e-mail

address.

Don’t worry. We will not give your information to

anyone else. Also, don’t worry if you do not have an

e-mail address. We will continue sending paper

copies as usual to all of our members who do not

have e-mail.

We thank you. Barbara McPherson

Loving Frank, by Nancy Horan, is

an historical novel about the archi-

tect Frank Lloyd Wright and his

affair with Mamah Bordewith

Cheney, which lasted around 10

years. The book is told from her

point of view and we get a picture

of a beautiful, intelligent woman of

her time, sheltered by money so she

had too much free time. 

She seeks meaning in her life

through a soul mate, then through

translating the writings of femi-

nist philosopher Ellen Key, then

by writing her own book (which

did not get done). The first two

methods also were disappoint-

ing to her which is why she

decided to write her own work.

The story shows what a high

price she paid for love. She lost her children, (though

her husband was very nice about it). She was vilified in

the press. She worked hard as a farm wife while

Taliesin was being built. 

Frank’s character is seen through her eyes: charismat-

ic, megalomaniacal, spendthrift cheats on his bills, which

almost led her to leave. Yet she loved him greatly,

not least because of his amorous talents. It is a good

book, makes you think.
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by Sandra Kroll

If you’d like to help purchase

books or other materials for

the library, and at the same

time honor a friend or associ-

ate or create a lasting memorial, send your check to:

Friends of the Long Beach Public Library,101 Pacific Ave.,

Long Beach, CA 90822.

We will inform the honoree or his family of the gift, and

consult with them about appropriate materials to pur-

chase. The acknowledgement we send to you serves as your

receipt for tax purposes. Gift books are posted with special

book plates bearing honoree’ names.

From the READING GROUP “FIRST BOOKS” and

from HIS WIFE, REV. MARY ELLEN KILSBY, in memory

of G.P. ‘BUD’ KILSBY:

• Love Will Tear Us Apart by Sarah Rainone

• Nikolski by Nicolas Dickner

• Gifts of War by Mackenzie Ford

• Something Missing by Matthew Dicks

• Johannes Cabal the Necromancer by Jonathan Howard

• The Alternative Hero by Tim Thornton

• Lovesick by Alex Wellen

• The Consequences of Love by Sulaiman

Addonia

• One Foot Wrong by Sofie Laguna

• Home Boy by Husain Naqvi

• The Last Bridge by Teri Coyne

From HIS FRIENDS in memory of

JERRY KING:  

• Publication Manual of the American Psychological

Association by APA

• Why Socrates Died: Dispelling the Myths by Robin 

Waterfield

• Imperial by William Vollmann

• Raising Bookworms: Getting Kids Reading for Pleasure

and Empowerment by Emma Hamilton

• Einstein’s Telescope: The Hunt for Dark Matter and Dark

Energy in the Universe by Evalyn  Gates

• What To Read When: The Books and Stories To Read with

Your Child by Pam Allyn

• The Protest Singer: An Intimate Portrait of Pete Seeger

by Alec Wilkinson

• Panderer to Power by Fred  Sheehan

From SUZANNE MEYER in memory of ANNA NEHAMA

BURKE:

• The Art of Making Money by Jason Kersten

• WWE Encyclopedia by Brian Shields

From BARBARA HUBBS in memory of LEE RIEDER for

CHILDREN’S COLLECTION:

• How to Talk to Girls by Alec Greven and Kei Acedera

• Mothstorm: The Horror from Beyond Georgium Sidus!

by Philip Reeve and David Wyatt

From HER FRIENDS in memory of CAROL BURNS:

• The Possession by Annie Ernaux

• Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day by Winifred Watson

• Mosquito by Roma Tearne

• Whispered Lies by Sherrilyn Kenyon

• The Next Best Thing by Deidre Berry

• Normance by Celine and Marion Jones

• One More Year: Stories by Sana Krasilov

• Halfway House by Guillermo Rosales

• Pride and Prejudice and Zombies by Jane Austen and

Seth Grahame-Smith

• Say You’re One of Them by Uwem Akpan, Uwem 

• All the Sad Young Literary Men by Keith Gessen

• The Dark Horse by  Craig Johnson

• Last Last Chance by Fiona Maazel

• What We Leave Behind by Derrick Jensen

• Growing Citrus: The Essential Gardner’s Guide by Martin

Page

• Perfect Digital Photography by Jay Dickman

• Tattoo Machine: Tall Tales, True Stories and My Life in Ink

by Jeff Johnson

• Mafia Son: The Scarpa Mob Family, the FBI and a Story

of Betrayal by Sandra Harmon

• High: Confesssions of an International Drug Smuggler

by Brian O’Dea

• Judas: A Biography by Susan Gubar

• Haywired: Pointless (Yet Awesome) Projects for the

Electronically Inclined by Mike Rigsby 

More from HIS FRIENDS in

memory of ROBERT BRESNAN:

• Admission by Jean Korelitz

From the FRIENDS OF THE

LIBRARY in memory of JERRY KING:

• The road to Woodstock by Michael

Lang

From the FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY in memory of

Anna NEHAMA BURKE:

• I Loved, I Lost, I Made Spaghetti by Giulia Melucci

IN

MEMORY

OF
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From GRACE CAMERON in memory of MACKEY DEASY:

• Historic Preservation by Norman Tyler

• Eco House Book by Terence Conran

• 1,000 Monuments by Christopher Pearson, 

From CHERYL ANN MCNULTY in memory of JIM

MCNULTY for DANA LIBRARY:

• Chosen by a Horse by Susan 

Richards

• Crazy Good: The True Story 

of Dan Patch, the Most Famous

Horse in America by Charles

Leershen

• Sage Cane’s House of Grace 

and Flavor: A Town Will 

Only Rise to the Standards of 

Its Women by Christy 

Hubbard

• Stick Horses and Other Stories of Ranch Life by 

Wallace McRae

• Drifter by Karl Lassiter

• Rio Chama: A Western Story by Johnny D. Boggs

• Sheriff of Hangtown by Lauran Paine

• Pass Creek Valley by Wayne D. Overholser

• Broken Trail by Alan Geoffrion 

From VIRGINIA LANE in memory of MARY VAN

DEVENTER for BAY SHORE CHILDREN’S COLLECTION:

• Duck!  Rabbit! By Amy Rosenthal

• Birds by Kevin Henkes

by Linda Bresnan

“For all of our valued Super Friends, a

change has been made in the procedure

of choosing Honor Books and

Library branches. In the future,

librarians will make their selections of

Honor Books and branches where

they are most needed.”  

This process will enable them to quickly choose a book(s)

from their present Wish List and will prevent duplicates

from going to the same branches. Super Friends will be

notified of the title(s) selected and in what branch they’ve

been placed. Again, we thank you ever so much for your

continued support especially in these times of uncertainty

in keeping Main Library open! 

SUPER FRIENDS

Those who have contributed $100 or more 

in their membership for 2009/10

JEAN ALDRICH

ROBERT C. BELLINGER

DANIELLE & RANDY  BOWDEN

MARILYN & ROBERT  BRASHER

LINDA BRESNAN

JUDITH  E. CAMERON

ANN CANTRELL

KIMUK CHUNG

DR. TOM CLARK

CAROL COLLINS

FRED B. CRISWELL

BARBARA A. CRUMP

KATHY & DON  DeSILVA

CLARA DODGE

MARGARET & CHARLES  DURNIN

MARCIA & DONALD  GORDON

ANNE STRONG GRAVES

DORIS GYLSETH

IRENE GRAFF & DEBRA HAMANO

BEVERLY & JOHN  HARMS

LAURA M. & KIM A. HOGAN

CORDELIA HOWARD

JAN JACKSON

JUDITH L. JACOBUS

TED JENKINS

LISA KARPF

SANDRA KROLL

MARILYN LARSON

HERBERT A. LEVI

JAN & WINSTON LOVIE

JANET LIPSON & BRUCE POTTER

TAMARA LIPSON

FLORA &  JEROME LOEB

THE MAGREE FAMILY

CAROL McCAFFERTY

PHYLLIS METZGER

CYNTHIA MILLER

ROSANN & MIKE MONAGHAN

FOTINE O’CONNOR

JIM OSTACH

CLAUDIA SANTOS

ELEANOR L. SCHMIDT

CYNTHIA SCHUTZ

ARLENE SOLOMON

DORIS & ERNEST SORIANO

JULIE STINDT

RAYNETTE TAKIZAWA

SUE & BOB WENKE

SANDRA WILCOX

VASILIKI WITTER

CAROL WOOD

JO RAE ZUCKERMAN

IN HONOR

OF
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HONOR BOOKS SELECTED

TAMARA ACHAUER for MAIN:

• Always Looking Up: The Adventures of an Incurable 

Optimist by Michael J. Fox

• The Bolter by Frances Osborne

JEAN ALDRICH for ALAMITOS:

• Admission by Jean Hanff Korelitz

• Brooklyn: A Novel by Colm Toibin

ALEX BARINHOLTZ for MAIN:

• Columbine by Dave Cullen

• Follow Me: A Novel by Joanna Scott

BETTY JEAN & RAY BARNECUT for MAIN:

• Horse Soldiers: The Extraordinary Story of a Band of 

U.S. Soldiers who Rode to Victory in Afghanistan by 

Doug Stanton

• Losing Mum & Pup by Christopher Buckley

SALLY & GARY BATES for MAIN:

• Master Your Metabolism by Jillian Michaels

• Nudge: Improving Decisions about Health, Wealth, and

Happiness by Richard H. Thaler

ROBERT BELLINGER for MAIN:

• Prairie Tale: A Memoir by Melissa Gilbert  

• Push by Sapphire

MARK BERNARDINI for MAIN:

• Resilience: Reflections on the Burdens and Gifts Facing

Life’s Adversities by Elizabeth Edwards

• Africa: Altered States, Ordinary 

Miracles by Richard Dowden

DANIELLE & RANDY BOWDEN for

MAIN:

• Against the Wall: Poor, Young, 

Black, and Male by Elijah Anderson

• Bad Girls Go Everywhere: The Life of 

Helen Gurley Brown by Jennifer 

Scanlon

MARILYN & ROBERT BRASHER for ALAMITOS:

• Finger Lickin’ Fifteen by Janet Evanovich

• Glenn Beck’s Common Sense by Glenn Beck

• Happens Every Day: An All-To-True Storyby Isabel Gillies

• Mommywood by Tori Spelling 

LINDA BRESNAN for ALAMITOS:

• The Complete Photo Guide to Home Repair: With 350

Projects and 2,300 Photos by Black & Decker

• Broken: A Love Story: Horses, Humans, and Redemptions

on the Wind River Indian Reservation by Lisa Jone

KAYE BRIEGEL for ALAMITOS:

• Diners, Drive-Ins, and Dives by Guy Fieri

• Dread: How Fear and Fantasy Have Fueled Epidemics

from the Black Death to Avian Flu by Philip Alcabes

ANN BRIZIUS for ALAMITOS: 

• Eat Cheap, but Eat Well by Charles Mattocks 

• Every Tenant’s Legal Guide by Janet Portman

DIEDRE CAESAR for ALAMITOS:

• L.A.’s Original Farmers Market Cookbook by Joann

Cianciulli

• Petfinder.com: The Adopted Dog 

Bible by Kim Saunders

JUDITH E. CAMERON for BACH:

• Royal Blood by Ellen Schreiber

• Always Looking Up: The Adventures

of an Incurable Optimistby Michael

J. Fox

ANN CANTRELL for BACH:

• In the Courts of the Sun by Brian D’Amato 

• Losing Mum and Pup by Christopher Buckley

KIMUK CHUNG for BACH:

• Mommywood by Tori Spelling

• Shanghai Girls by Lisa See

DR. TOM CLARK for BACH:

• The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by Alan Bradley

• All New Square Foot Gardening: Grow More in Less Space

by Mel Bartholomew

CAROL COLLINS for BACH:

• Back Care Basics: A Doctor’s Gentle Yoga Program for

Back and Neck Pain Relief by Mary Pullig Schatz 

• Columbine by Dave Cullen 

FRED CRISWELL for BACH:

• Creating Sacred Space with Feng Shui by Karen Kingston

• Everything You Know About Indians is Wrong by Paul

Chaat Smith

• The Girls from Ames: A Story of Women and a Forty-

year Friendship by Jeremy Zaslow

• Jesus Interrupted by Bart D. Ehrma

BARBARA A. CRUMP for BAY SHORE:

• I Love You, Hate You, Miss You by Elizabeth Scott
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